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Hello friends and neighbors 

 

Spring has moved deep into summer and by now all the migratory 

birds have completed what they came north to do and they are now 

shifting into that migration mode once again. One of the 

exciting facts about the fall migration is that the migrating 

population has grown to include all those fledglings that will 

be heading out on their first wayward journey. And we will be 

back on Hogback to continue our efforts.  

 

Thanks to the generous support and with the permission of the 

Town of Marlboro and the Hogback Mountain Conservation 

Association, this past May I conducted a pilot field season 

mist-netting and banding a sample of both the migratory 

(neotropical and neartic) songbirds and non-migratory residents 

around the base lodge of the old Hogback Ski Area. The project’s 

goal was to explore the logistics and operations of a quality 

research and banding station, in the hope that future 

scientific, educational, and outreach projects would evolve as 

word of this station spread. This effort was similar in scope to 

one conducted at this location in 2015 by a research group from 

UMASS which lasted for a couple of seasons.  

 

As the birds began to arrive from the south, word of the project 

also got around, and people came out to assist and learn a bit 

more about the project and the world of birds. In all, 26 people 

(21 adults, 5 children) came to take part, a number worth 

noting. Most had no field experience and all were pleasant to 

have visit and participate. I believe everyone who attended left 

with a grander appreciation for the diversity of native species 

and a keener interest in birds. A full hearted thank you to all 

of those who did lend a hand. 
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In all aspects the pilot was a grand success so plans are well 

under way to be back on Hogback Mountain and expand the project 

efforts. With that I looking for on-site assistance with 

operations, from the initial station set up to the daily banding 

sessions, which will run during the months of September and 

October. Each day of operation I will need at least one 

assistant and even two when the migration gets into full flight. 

Any field experience is of course helpful but not necessary, 

though it is best if you can commit to more than just one 

morning so you can learn the ropes. The station is located at 

the base of Hogback with easy access from the parking area and 

operation begins within an hour of sunrise and finishes 

typically by 11:00 on days with favorable weather conditions. 

This is definitely one of those cushier field project locations. 

So please reach out and I will gladly plug you in as we get 

geared up. In addition if you are just curious I welcome and can 

accommodate small groups of students, families or friends who 

want to plan a safe open air field trip.  

 

This project, which is currently self-funded, has a clear 

intended goal of establishing a valued study site in southern 

Vermont for monitoring and tracking migratory birds. One example 

of a potential targeted study is to be part of tracking the long 

distant movements of 3 thrush species (Gray-cheeked, Swainson’s 

and Bicknell’s) that start their north bound journey from as far 

south as the Pacific coastal forest’s of South America and reach 

their breeding range just miles north of this location. And 

because of the convenient location this site is also ideal for 

its community outreach potential, from field technique training 

to environmental education.  

 

Another very exciting component I am working on is to install 

and support a ground based tracking system called MOTUS, similar 

to the one used by UMASS students in 2015. There are efforts 

underway by various organizations including NH and VT Audubon to 

create a receiver fence that will be able to track all tagged 

wildlife during their migrations through New England and there 

is a big gap where Hogback Mountain is so this is a great 



 

 

opportunity to be part of this collaborative effort. The details 

and cost are still in the works so stay tuned. 

 

 


